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Text:  1 Timothy 5:8 − “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 

I. The Responsibility for financial stewardship belongs to the husband.

a. This is a responsibility/accountability issue (1 Cor. 11:3; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; Eph 5:21-22).

b. Women are equal in value but different in function. 

c. The husband’s responsibility does not prevent the woman from helping the man with the plan. 
(She is the completer of man.) 
II. Providing for the family is the husband’s responsibility. 

a. “Provide” means “to consider in advance” or “to look out for beforehand.”

b. Prepare a plan for the stewardship of his family.

c. This is a “pro-active” approach 

III. The Scope of the husband’s plan should extend beyond “his own.” 

a. Distinction between “his own” and “especially those of his own house.”

b. The plan is to be broad enough in scope that in an emergency he could care for the widow of his widowed mother or mother-in-law.

IV. Failure to do so is to reject biblical truth. 

a. He has denied the faith (the revealed Word of God).

b. He is worse than an infidel (an unbeliever who rejects Truth). 

V. A diligent plan leads to profit. 
A brief look at Proverbs 21:5 provides encouragement: “The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want.”
a. “The thoughts” = (fabrication, forecast, plan).

b. “Of the diligent” = (to point sharply, determined). Being diligent in study and preparation of a plan, and then diligently exercising the plan.

c. “Tend only to plenteousness” = (profit). The diligent effort (sowing) results in plenty (reaping).

d. “But of every one that is hasty” = (hurry, withdraw). This is the one who makes no diligent effort to prepare a plan.

e. “Only to want” = (poverty). The lack of effort (sowing) results in poverty (reaping). 

VI. What is included in the plan?

a. Increase/Income 

1. Expectation for increase (Matt. 25:20-23).

2. How to get it (Matt. 25:24-27; Eph. 4:28, for example).

3. How not to get it (Prov. 21:6; 22:16; 28:22).

4. Balance – value, not dependence (1 Tim. 6:6-10, 17; Matt. 6:1-5, 20-24)

b. Management

1. Budgeting (Prov 27:23-ff)

2.  Saving/Investing (Prov. 21:20; Matt. 25:24-27)

3. Insurance (Prov. 22:3)

4. Spending (Rom. 13:7-8)

c. Transfer to next generation (1 Tim. 6:7)

1. Legal documents – A will or trust

2. Training the next generation in biblical stewardship
