Biblical Sequential Priorities

A Guide to Making Biblical Financial Choices
-Dr. Mike Duffy

If giving is our first responsibility, is there a second?  Is there a third and fourth?  How should we prioritize the financial choices we make?  In the call to discipleship, Jesus asks us to make reasoned, principled choices.
Text:  Luke 14:25-33

I.
God is a God of order, sequence, and priority. 

A.
Seen in creation itself (Genesis 1). 

B.
Demonstrated in the New Testament church (1 Corinthians 14:40). 

C.
Illustrated in the wisdom of Proverbs (Proverbs 24:27)


II.
God has deemed the family to be the foundation stone of His plan for mankind. 

A.
Instituted by God in the earliest moments of human history (Genesis 2). 

B.
Confirmed through New Testament truth (1 Timothy 5:8). 

C.
Established as an important means of passing divine truth through the generations (Deuteronomy 6:4ff). 


III.
God wants our life choices to bring glory to Him. 

A.
Lived out through the lives of Noah and the patriarchs (Genesis 6 – Numbers). 

B.
Commanded through Paul to New Testament Christians (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

C.
Presented as the will of God for all believers (1 Peter 2:15). 


IV.
God wants His people to help those who are less fortunate. 

A.
Established in the third tithe of the Mosaic system (Exodus – Deuteronomy). 

B.
Confirmed in New Testament truth (James 2:15-17, 1 John 3:17-18). 

C.
Manifested as God’s love in us (1 Corinthians 8-9). 


V.
God wants to bless His people who obey. 

A.
Illustrated in His nation’s provision (Deuteronomy 6-8). 

B.
Given by God for his children to richly enjoy (1 Timothy 6:17). 

C.
Promises to share His riches with His children throughout time (Revelation 21:7).
The Five Biblical Sequential Priorities

1. 
GIVING — Returning to the Lord that which is His is the first financial priority and privilege. 

a.
“Honour the Lord … with the firstfruits.” (Proverbs 3:9) 

b. 
“All the tithe . . . is the Lord’s.” (Leviticus 27:30) 

c. 
“But first gave their own selves to the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 8:5)
Giving is a step of obedience just as baptism is a step of obedience.

2.
SAVING — Setting aside to protect one’s family is the second financial priority and privilege. 

a. 
“There is treasure . . . and oil in the dwelling of the wise.” (Proverbs 21:20) 

b. 
“In the house of the righteous is much treasure.” (Proverbs 15:6) 

c. 
“If any provide not for his own . . . he hath denied the faith.” (1 Timothy 5:8)
Saving in order to protect your family must become a conviction, not a convenience. 
It cannot be “I’ll save if there is extra.” Rather, “I must set aside reserve before I pay my first bill.”

3. 
SPENDING — Being timely, honest, and just with creditors is the third financial priority and privilege. 

a. 
“Render therefore to all their dues.” (Romans 13:7a) 

b. 
“The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again.” (Psalm 37:21) 

c. 
“That you may walk honestly toward them that are without.” (1 Thessalonians 4:12)
Though being timely with creditors is vitally important, the wise steward must not pay bills 
until after the Lord and the family have been honored. We must choose to live at a level of 

consumption that is less than our income. For some, this may mandate change.

4. 
OFFERINGS — Being mindful and generous toward the needs of others is the fourth priority and privilege. 

a. 
“Only they would that we should remember the poor.” (Galatians 2:10) 

b. 
“Let every one of you lay by him in store.” (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

c. 
“Your abundance may be a supply of their want.” (2 Corinthians 8:14)
After managing well the first three responsibilities, financial freedom now allows freewill

 offerings.  God asks that I consider the circumstances of others before I spend on

 personal pleasures.  Are there individuals, mission efforts, or other ministry works I should assist?

5. 
LUXURIES — Rightfully enjoying God’s abundance is the fifth priority and privilege. 

a. 
“The Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning.” (Job 42:12) 

b. 
“God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” (1 Timothy 6:17) 

c. 
“What hast thou that thou hast not received?” (1 Corinthians 4:7)
Now that I’ve considered my obligations and opportunities to the Lord, my family, 

creditors and others, I am free to enjoy the great blessings God has richly given.
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True discipleship demands we make reasoned and principled choices.
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