Laying a Strong Financial Foundation

Bringing Your Financial Picture into Focus  
Dr. Mike Duffy

Text:  Proverbs 27:23–27
This wonderful passage lays down some foundational groundwork to help stewards be wise money managers of God’s “stuff.” While very few of us have actual herds and flocks to tend, the application of the passage has great relevance to all of God’s people. What did the flocks and herds represent to the people Solomon was writing about? In a culture without a monetary system, a man’s flocks and herds were his livelihood—the resources God entrusted to him in stewardship. From these resources he realized his income, provision, and even a measure of prosperity. 
As God entrusts resources to our care, we must not lose sight of our role and responsibility. Although we possess the resources, He is still the owner. We are simply His stewards, or managers. “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein” (Ps. 24:1). 
Two Fundamental Keys to Good Stewardship
I. Know where you are (Knowledge)
A. Two important documents
i. Personal Financial Statement
ii. Household Budget/Cash-flow Worksheet
B. Three important processes

i. Income

ii. Outflow/expenses

1. Five priorities

iii. Cash flow
II. Give regular attention (Attentiveness)
A. A diligent effort
B. A proper motivation
i. The ever-changing nature of assets
ii. Provision and prosperity
C. Tracking, mid-course adjustment, and next year’s plan
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