Inheritance Planning – The Final Act of Stewardship

-Dr. Mike Duffy

An inheritance is normally thought of as property passing at the owner’s death to a designated heir.  In a very real sense it is the planning of one’s final act of stewardship.
Text:  Ecclesiastes 2:18-21
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
I Timothy 6:7  
I. Inheritance Planning Is Right – it’s the right thing to do

A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children....
 Proverbs 13:22a
“The good man trains up his children to this end, that they may leave it to their children; and especially he is careful, both by justice and charity, to obtain the blessing of God upon what he has, and then to transfer that blessing unto his children, without which the greatest industry and frugality will be in vain.”
Matthew Henry

A. It’s a “good” man that plans (Proverbs 22:3a)
B. Not planning is foolish (Proverbs 22:3b; I Tim 5:8)  Statistically, less than one-fourth of the families in our fundamental churches have any long-term financial or legal plans in place.
C. A “good” man thinks multi-generationally.
II. Inheritance Planning Is Important – to keep God’s blessing.
An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end thereof shall not be blessed. 
Proverbs 20:21
A. An heir needs to be responsible. [Hastily: to secure from a heart of greed; to receive/to procure by rash acts or haste (impetuousness); carelessness or lack of responsibility or proper regard for consequences; impulsiveness and lack of due reflection]   (see Ecclesiastes 5:2, 7:9, 8:3) 

B. An heir needs to be ready.  [Beginning: early, in one’s youth]
· Proverbs 28:22

· Proverbs 15:6, (see the contrast 15:16, 16:8)
“Where wickedness is, though there may be riches, yet there is vexation of spirit with them: In the revenues of the  wicked, the great incomes they have, there is trouble; for there is guilt and a curse; there is pride and passion, there is envy and contention; and those are troublesome lusts, which rob them of the joy of their revenues and make them troublesome to their neighbors.”
Matthew Henry

· Proverbs 13:23

III. Inheritance Planning Can Be Difficult –involving tough choices.
A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.  
Proverbs 17:2 
A. God honors those who do right (Proverbs 25:13, 27:18)  There is a principle that one earns the privilege of bestowal – receiving blessing because of prior respect, honor and obedience.

B. God’s Truth requires that the things of God not be entrusted to fools.
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.  They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.  Psalm 14:1
C. Planning will likely require counsel. (Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 24:6)
D. Counsel needs to be “godly counsel.” (Psalm 1)
IV. Inheritance Planning Demands Discernment – making decisions in light of eternity.
Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be full, 
and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor,
 and steal, and take the name of my God in vain. 
Proverbs 30:8-9
[Convenient:  prescribed limit or boundary; that which is appropriate for their spiritual condition.]  To give too much may bring the snare of pride – “lest I be full and deny God.”  To give too little may bring the vice of thievery – “lest I be poor and steal.”

A. The tough decisions:
1. To whom shall I leave an inheritance? 

2. How much shall I leave?

3. How much is enough?

4. In what form shall I leave it? 

5. When can they receive it? (minor trust or spendthrift trust)

B. Some guiding thoughts:
1. Is the gift an expression of love?  If so, don’t leave out your love for the Lord.

2. Is it an expression of guilt?  
3. Is it provision for a needy child?

C. A final challenge – If you have established a lifetime pattern of supporting ministry through giving, now is the time to express the importance of this priority.  It will be your final opportunity to tell your heirs how important the Lord is to you, and how important He should be to them.

This is also your final act of Stewardship for which you will give account to the Lord.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
2 Corinthians 5:10
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