Positive Proactive Parenting
“Back to School” articles and ads saturate printed and electronic media. School is back and there are multiple action-items to be completed. Homework may not be in full-swing yet. However, it should be for parents!

To a true educator, teaching is exhilarating. Thrilling to a teacher is the honor of continued learning and teaching through giftedness and influence. I was educated in the public schools of multiple cities and am grateful for what I received. Many have been educated in private, religious or home schools or a combination of such. Insightful parents know that the influence of the educator is tremendous. I challenge parents to know not only the academic credentials but also the worldview philosophies of the teacher who is forming the character of your child. Both will be applied in the educational process.

Everyone has a worldview. I am writing from a biblical Christian worldview. There is no educational position of authentic objectivity. A teacher who functions with the undisclosed premise of indoctrination abuses the stewardship of teaching. Is this possible? 

Consider the college level perspective of an unnamed professor of English writing in 2008 at InsideHigherEd.com. “We need to encourage everyone to be in college for as many years as they possibly can, in the hope that somewhere along the line they might get some exposure to the world outside their town, and to moral ideas not exclusively derived from their parents' religion.” I highly respect the need for a global understanding of culture. I regret the inference that parental conviction and instruction is subservient to the intellectual elite. Is this agenda found in those teaching your children? 

Orlando Sentinel reporter Kathleen Parker wrote November 6, 2005, of a ruling of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco that determined that parents do not have a fundamental right to control when, where and how their children are taught about sex in school. Rather, the Court ruled, the State is given ultimate power in this teaching. The case involves the Palmdale School District. In Fields v. Palmdale School District, a three-judge panel ruled that parental rights to direct a child's upbringing stop at the school's front door. Parents had objected to a survey administered to young students (ages 7 through 10) which asked sexually explicit questions -- without the parents’ knowledge or consent. Several parents filed a lawsuit against the school district. But Judge Steven Reinhardt, writing for the Ninth Circuit panel, stated: "We hold there is no free-standing fundamental right of parents to control the upbringing of their children by introducing them to matters of and relating to sex in accordance with their personal and religious values and beliefs ...." Continuing, he wrote: "We conclude only that the parents are possess [sic] of no constitutional right to prevent the public schools from providing information on [sex education] to their students in any forum or manner they select." The philosophy that the State is entitled to educate children is dangerous and has serious implications for personal and family freedom.

The truth of parental responsibility is basic to the education of children. The Bible teaching is that children belong to God and He has first claim on them. Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Then, Deuteronomy 6:7-9 and Psalm 78:6 teach that parents are responsible for the education of children and serve as stewards in this area. Parents must make ultimate decisions concerning the education of their children. 
Teachers with varied worldviews reside in both government and private educational institutions. Do you know what is being taught to your children? I encourage positive proactive parenting.
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