One Book, One Year
Would you be up to a challenge of discipline and resolve but a yield of huge benefits? To many the Bible is often thought to be a book cluttered with subjective moral wisdom and good-luck tips for the journey of life. Whether you are religious or irreligious, you can benefit greatly from accepting the challenge to read the Bible through in 2010. If you were to start today, you are actually not very far behind. Reading three chapters a day for six days each week and five chapters on the remaining day of the week will accomplish what many get to the end of their lives and wish they had done.  

Consider what some prominent people of historical note have said about this pursuit:


“It has been my custom for many years to read the Bible in its entirety once a year." John 
Quincy Adams

“I am sorry for men who do not read the Bible every day. I wonder why they deprive 
themselves of the strength and pleasure.” Woodrow Wilson


“A thorough understanding of the Bible is better than a college education.” Theodore 
Roosevelt


“That Book (the Bible) is the rock on which our Republic rests.” Andrew Jackson


“It is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible reading people. The principles of 
the Bible are the groundwork of human freedom.” Horace Greeley

Reading the Bible as a systematic, cover-to-cover project would give the reader a general knowledge of its contents. It would allow a respectable, conversational familiarity with the benchmark text of historic Christianity. The object of the read would not necessarily be comprehensive understanding but familiarization with the entirety of Scripture. 
Accomplishing this goal would give a working view of the character of the God of the Bible. It is difficult for us to be completely accepting of certain facets of God’s multi-faceted character. We can easily become unbalanced of our view of God, giving a disproportionate application of one perfection over another. How is it that Christians still hold to a good God even after 9-11 and hurricane Katrina? Is it applicable to consider the freedoms we have in this country as tied to our understanding of the God of the Bible? The Scripture is a reflection of the glory and mind and even the feelings of God (2 Cor. 3:18) and does give a greater understanding of His workings. 

British Bible teacher, G. Campbell Morgan, was called on to teach the Bible on both sides of the Atlantic. He would often say, “If I was teaching the Bible to a group of people who had never encountered the Scripture I would do it the same way that I would teach a geography class to children. The first day I would walk in with a globe in my hand and when I would spin the globe and the globe came around and stopped, I would point to a continent and say, “that is South America.” I would spin the globe again, and point to Asia. They would first learn the seven continents. The second day, we would take one continent and learn the countries or regions. If the course ended and we had never gotten to rivers or mountains, I would not worry because if people could locate the continent and country they would be able to locate the mountain or the river.” It is easy to know a verse here and there. But how it fits together into a whole – many people have little idea!  

Game? Consider starting in Genesis, Psalms and Matthew and reading one chapter in each book each day (with two extra chapters on the weekend) and moving forward to the finish line.
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