In October, 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating May 15th as National Peace Officers' Memorial Day. Since the signing of this proclamation, this date has been the official day of recognition for law enforcement officers who have lost their lives in the performance of their duty.

Tina Moore of The New York Daily News reported on May 15 that “President Barack Obama expressed the nation's gratitude Saturday as he paid tribute to the men and women in blue who made the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty. Speaking on the Capitol's west lawn during Peace Officers Memorial Day, Obama said Americans ‘rely on a certain order in our lives, a certain sense of security. What makes it possible, what makes freedom possible, are the law enforcement officials that we honor today,’ he said at the National Police Week event.
Magdalena Wegrzyn of the Longmont Daily Times-Call reported Longmont Mayor Bryan Baum thanked officers in a special ceremony for their “ultimate service” and read a proclamation from the city to commemorate the day.

Police officers, firefighters, emergency medical personnel and dispatchers are largely unsung heroes. They serve the community primarily in the back ground of life. They respond to the crisis at hand, and then they blend back into to the backdrop of the community. These are professional men and women. They are highly trained and work in a dangerous and extremely stressful field. They truly do define the word “public servant.” 

When we dial 9-1-1, we have certain expectations. We expect our call to be answered immediately and the appropriate emergency responders to be quickly dispatched. It is rare to consider the role of these professionals in our lives until the moment we call. It is an infrequent occasion to hear about them unless there has been a mistake on their part.

We are privileged to have quality, thoroughly-trained professionals in the ranks of our civil servants. These are folks who put their lives in danger for the benefit of others on a daily basis during long, irregular work hours and hazardous conditions. Their families understand stress and uncertainty as others do not

Our police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical workers, often unsung in praise, deserve a salute. They do a great job. Let’s honor them in advance of any crisis! They deal well with things small and large, complicated and routine, which takes skill and training. They demonstrate a daily commitment to the public they serve. They are great examples of self-discipline, courage, endurance, strength, initiative, good judgment, dependability and the ability to work well with others.

How are we doing at serving each other? Constantly looking out for Number One is an empty and frustrating life. The Bible says in Philippians 2:7, “But [Jesus Christ] made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.” His love compelled Him to sacrifice Himself for the benefit of those who would trust Him. Verse 3 states, “but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” To see how much of a willing servant you are, note your response the next time someone treats you as one.

Being a servant does not come naturally. Our civic servants have made a deliberate choice and commitment to work for the benefit of others. Consequently they are in the spotlight and are constantly critiqued. They are at times misunderstood or misrepresented. They will make mistakes and learn lessons just like the rest of us. But, we appreciate and respect them greatly. May we thank these men and women personally as we have opportunity.

Dr. Rick Cross is the pastor of Faith Baptist Church and can be reached at comments@fbclongmont.org
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