Realizing the Steward’s Privilege of Partnering

-Dr. Mike Duffy

Text:  I Timothy 6:17-19
In this portion of the letter Paul charges (commands) Timothy to minister to people who have wealth.  In what is perhaps the more often preached portion of this chapter, verses 9-10, Paul told Timothy to warn those who “would be rich” that the love of money is the root of all forms of evil.  In other words, he was to warn folks who did not have wealth to be careful that they do not make wealth their god, and spend a lifetime pursuing it for selfish pleasure.  This vain pursuit would bring upon themselves many difficulties, and ultimately destruction.  Now Paul addresses the needs of people who already have wealth.  Paul’s exhortation to Timothy was to address:

I. Their Attitude (vs. 17)
The first issue is our mindset, or attitude about the wealth.
A. Don’t be high-minded – arrogant, having a high estimation of self.  
B. Don’t trust in uncertain riches - don’t let wealth be your source of confidence
C. Do keep your trust in the living God - God does give us richly all things to enjoy.

“Riches are given for use, not for storage.  The moment we begin to selfishly store them, we begin to trust in them.  Money is a circulating medium, and its true value is in its wise and judicious circulation.  Our use of money is part of our education in life, and needs as much care and thought as the business that produces it.  God only, and not wealth, maintains the world:  riches not properly used only make people proud and lazy.  To trust in riches is committing ourselves to a great uncertainty.”  

(Homiletic Commentary: I Timothy chapter VI.)
II. Their Actions (vs. 18)
What were they to do with their wealth?  Why did they possess it?

A. That they do good – to work good deeds 
B. Be rich in good works – a learned behavior
C. Be ready to distribute – good at imparting-liberal, good at sharing 
D. Willing to communicate – from root word meaning:  a sharer, partner, fellowship 

“To lavish wealth on personal luxuries is to abuse it and ourselves.  On the statue of Joseph Brotherton is the inscription, “A man’s riches consist not in the amount of his wealth, but in the fewness of his wants.”  
(Homiletic Commentary: I Tim. chapter VI.)

III. Their Accomplishment (vs. 19)
By having the right attitude and the right activity, what does it accomplish in our own life?  We recognize it helps others, but what does it do for the possessor of wealth?

A. Laying up in store for themselves – Laying up treasure in Heaven

i. To treasure away a good foundation -  a virtuous or valuable foundation 

ii. Against the time to come 
B. Laying hold on eternal life – Maintaining proper perspective of their resources and responsibilities in this life
“To spend life in getting and keeping money is to be poor indeed; to spend it in a liberal use of our means in the cause of God is to be enriched with eternal life-which is life indeed.  There is truth and instruction in the inscription on an Italian tombstone, “What I gave away I saved; what I spent I used; what I kept I lost.”  
(Homiletic Commentary: I Tim. chapter VI.)
So, the exhortation from pastor Timothy is to minister Truth to those who have wealth so they do not become arrogant, do not make money their god, do maintain trust in the Lord, that they do good deeds, become a skilled giver who partners up for ministry, in order to build heavenly treasure and keeping an eternal perspective on his resources and responsibilities in this present life, to the praise of the glory of God.

IV. A Biblical example of strategic partnership. - (Philippians 4:10-19)
Here the Apostle Paul is commending the believers in Philippi for their partnership with him as he advanced the cause of Christ in Thessalonica, ultimately establishing a new church there.  Consider these partnership lessons from this passage:
1. The Philippians participation in this partnership for ministry was a great source of joy and encouragement to Paul, the one who labored in the ministry. (vs. 10)
2. Their support of Paul was not viewed selfishly by Paul.  He recognized and acknowledged that he had needs but saw the gifts that would meet those needs as having great benefit to the givers also.  It would lay up treasure in heaven for them. (vs. 11-17)
3. Paul recognized and acknowledged that his dependence for provision was on God; however, he also recognized that God used His people to make that provision. (vs.11-13)
4. Paul also recognized the support gifts for his ministry were important and that the Philippians had “done well” in meeting these needs.  This partnership was a good thing. (vs. 14)
5. Paul acknowledged that the Philippians had given to meet needs on multiple occasions.  This certainly demonstrated a divine love as they sacrificed of themselves over an extended period of time.  (vs. 16, 10)
6. Paul also reminded them that they were the only church having this kind of impact on his ministry by supporting it. (vs. 15)   Is it no wonder that he opened this epistle by saying in Chapter 1:3 “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you.” And then went on to recognize their “fellowship in the gospel,” literally “partnering.”  (Phil 1:4)  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, (Phil 1:5)  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;)
7. This concept is further developed in Hebrews 13:16 when the writer said, “But to do good and to communicate (literally “partner up”) forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”
8. Paul identified the gifts from the Philippians as a blessing, not only to himself, but to the Lord. (vs. 18)
9. Paul articulated the Lord’s response to this partnership in verse 19 where he said, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  In other words, because the Philippians allowed God to use them to meet Paul’s needs as he ministered in Thessalonica, God would meet all their needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  What a promise!
Some questions to consider:
1.  What is my attitude about wealth?

2.  In whom, or what, do I have my confidence?

3.  How am I using the wealth God has entrusted to me?  What is my activity, or use of it?
4.  What do I think I am accomplishing with my wealth?

5.  Am I living with an eternal perspective, or with a temporal perspective?

6.  What do I do on purpose to maintain that perspective?
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7.  What Strategic Ministry partnerships have I formed on purpose?
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